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United States, which means that we re-
ceived some of the highest doses of ra-
diation. 

Montana is home to 15 of the 25 coun-
ties with the highest radiation dosage 
nationwide and the county receiving 
the highest dose in the country is 
Meagher County, MT. 

Individuals who were affected from 
this nuclear testing are often called 
downwinders—because the wind carried 
the poisonous Iodine-131 north, when 
the gravity finally kicked in and it set-
tled to the ground. People can be ex-
posed to radiation from nuclear testing 
fallout through external radiation like 
a plume or a cloud passing over a re-
gion. They can also be exposed by ra-
dioactivity deposited on the ground 
and remaining there for long periods of 
time, or by the internal exposure to ra-
dioactivity that accumulates in the 
body from inhalation or ingestion of 
plants, meat or milk. Milk is the pri-
mary source of Iodine-131 and dis-
proportionately affects milk drinkers. 
Who drinks milk? Children and babies 
who are the most vulnerable of our so-
ciety. 

This discussion leads us to the topic 
of thyroid cancer. The thyroid gland 
will absorb about 30 percent of radio-
active Iodine-131 in the human body. 
Thyroid cancer is slow in development 
as it takes 10 to 40 years to manifest 
itself. This means that radiation expo-
sure in the late 1950s might not mani-
fest as cancer until the 1990s. 

This chart compares the rates of thy-
roid cancer nationwide and in my state 
of Montana. Between years 1989 and 
2003, the rate of thyroid cancer diag-
nosis nationwide increased by 38 per-
cent. At the same time, the thyroid 
cancer rate in my State of Montana in-
creased by a whopping 127 percent. 

The 1990 Radiation Exposure Com-
pensation Act and RECA Amendments 
of 2000 offer lump-sum payments of 
$50,000 to civilians who were living in 
States deemed as downwind from the 
nuclear testing in Nevada and who con-
tracted a specific type of cancer. 
States where downwinders can cur-
rently receive compensation include 
Nevada, Utah, and Arizona. It is impor-
tant to note that Montana was not in-
cluded under this law. Yet a report just 
released by the National Academy of 
Sciences shows that Montana received 
the highest radiation dosage. 

Accordingly, a most recent study on 
this issue shows the absorbed radiation 
dose to the thyroid of a person born in 
1948 who resided for the entire period in 
Montana is 250 milligrays. This dosage 
is higher than most, if not all, regions 
presently eligible for compensation 
under RECA. 

My bill, S. 977, would allow Mon-
tanans who were adversely affected by 
this nuclear testing to be counted 
among those folks currently eligible to 
receive $50,000 in compensation. Those 
eligible for $50,000 would also receive 
compensation in the form of free med-
ical treatments for the diseases they 
have contracted from the exposure. 

The fact is, Montanans were involun-
tarily subjected to increased risk of in-
jury and disease in order to serve the 
national security interests of the 
United States, and they deserve our 
compassion and our support. 

I strongly encourage my colleagues 
to support S. 977, to expand RECA to 
victims in the State of Montana. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Montana. 
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I thank 

my colleague from Montana for doing 
something about this problem. It is a 
huge problem. He has identified it. He 
has some solutions, he has some ideas, 
and we will work with him, as I am 
sure other Senators will in States also 
affected by this problem. I compliment 
him for raising the issue and finding a 
solution. 

f 

ADLER PLANETARIUM’S 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on 
Thursday, May 12, 2005, the Adler Plan-
etarium, the first planetarium in 
America and in the Western Hemi-
sphere, will mark its 75th anniversary. 

Max Adler recognized a need to ex-
hibit artifacts from the history of as-
tronomy to the public, and so he found-
ed the Adler Planetarium and Astron-
omy Museum in 1930. Originally, it 
housed a collection of about 500 astro-
nomical, navigational, and mathe-
matical instruments that would be-
come the foundation for Alder’s His-
tory of Astronomy Collection. Today, 
this collection has grown to almost 
2000 astronomical artifacts dating from 
the 12th to the 20th centuries. Included 
in this collection is the world’s oldest 
known window sundial from 1529; a tel-
escope made by William Herschel, the 
astronomer who discovered Uranus; 
and a collection of rare books com-
prising more than 2000 volumes, some 
of which were printed before the 1500s. 

Over the past 75 years, the Adler’s 
history has been marked by several 
milestones. In 1933, light from the star 
Arcturus was successfully converted 
into electrical signals that turned on 
the lights for the opening ceremonies 
of the 1933 Century of Progress Expo-
sition. In 1964, the Adler Planetarium 
partnered with the National Science 
Foundation and began offering the 
Astro-Science Workshop, a program de-
signed to challenge Chicago area high 
school students who demonstrate an 
exceptional aptitude for science. 

In 1999, the Adler Planetarium under-
went renovations that produced the 
Sky Pavilion, a 60,000 square-foot 
glass-enclosed addition that includes 
five new exhibit galleries and a café 
overlooking the lakefront and the Chi-
cago skyline. The highlight of this ren-
ovation is the StarRider Theater, 
which, through the use of state-of-the- 
art computer projection technologies 
and a sophisticated audience participa-
tion system, creates a 3–D virtual re-
ality experience for all those who visit. 

Earlier this year, the Adler Plane-
tarium was selected by NASA as the 
education partner for the Interstellar 
Boundary Explorer mission to be 
launched in 2008. This mission will ex-
amine the characteristics of the region 
of space between the solar system and 
deep space where the solar wind pro-
tects Earth and the rest of the solar 
system from cosmic radiation. 

I know that my colleagues join me in 
congratulating the Adler Planetarium 
on this important day. I hope all who 
are involved with the Planetarium will 
take pride in their important work as 
they celebrate this anniversary, and I 
wish them continued success in the 
years to come. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS ROBERT W. MURRAY JR. 
Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 

today with a heavy heart and deep 
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a 
brave young man from Westfield. Rob-
ert Murray, 21 years old, died on April 
29 when a bomb exploded beside his ve-
hicle during a reconnaissance mission 
in Tal Afar. With his entire life before 
him, Robert risked everything to fight 
for the values Americans hold close to 
our hearts, in a land halfway around 
the world. 

After graduating from Westfield High 
School in 2002, Robert attended Indiana 
State University where he studied 
aviation management. He was a li-
censed pilot and a musician who de-
cided to join the Army because of fam-
ily history and a sense of patriotism 
and duty after the tragic events of 9/11. 
Friends and colleagues remember him 
as a determined and well-liked indi-
vidual with a good sense of humor. His 
mother Katrina Murray released a 
statement praising her son’s heroism, 
saying, ‘‘From an early age, Robert 
wanted to enter the military. This was 
the path he chose, and I want to honor 
his choice by remembering him as a 
hero who served his country proudly 
and made the ultimate sacrifice. He 
will be missed by our entire family and 
his many friends. He brought so much 
joy and laughter.’’ I stand here today 
to express the same sentiments of pride 
in this young Hoosier and gratitude for 
his sacrifices and for those made by the 
Murray family on behalf of our coun-
try. 

Robert was killed while serving his 
country in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He was assigned to the 2nd Squadron, 
3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, based 
in Fort Carson, CO. This brave young 
soldier leaves behind his father Robert 
W. Murray Sr. his mother Katrina and 
his two sisters. 

Today, I join Robert’s family and 
friends in mourning his death. While 
we struggle to bear our sorrow over 
this loss, we can also take pride in the 
example he set, bravely fighting to 
make the world a safer place. It is his 
courage and strength of character that 
people will remember when they think 
of Robert, a memory that will burn 
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brightly during these continuing days 
of conflict and grief. 

Robert was known for his dedication 
to his family and his love of country. 
Today and always, Robert will be re-
membered by family members, friends, 
and fellow Hoosiers as a true American 
hero and we honor the sacrifice he 
made while dutifully serving his coun-
try. 

As I search for words to do justice in 
honoring Robert’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks 
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: ‘‘We cannot 
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we 
cannot hallow this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled 
here, have consecrated it, far above our 
poor power to add or detract. The 
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never 
forget what they did here.’’ This state-
ment is just as true today as it was 
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain 
that the impact of Robert’s actions 
will live on far longer than any record 
of these words. 

It is my sad duty to enter the name 
of Robert W. Murray, Jr. in the official 
record of the Senate for his service to 
this country and for his profound com-
mitment to freedom, democracy, and 
peace. When I think about this just 
cause in which we are engaged, and the 
unfortunate pain that comes with the 
loss of our heroes, I hope that families 
like Robert’s can find comfort in the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, who said, 
‘‘He will swallow up death in victory; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faces.’’ 

May God grant strength and peace to 
those who mourn, and may God be with 
all of you, as I know He is with Robert. 

f 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DARREN 
DEBLANC 

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I also rise 
today with a heavy heart and deep 
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a 
brave young man from Evansville. 
Darren DeBlanc, 20 years old, died on 
April 29 when a roadside bomb exploded 
during his patrol in Baghdad. With his 
entire life before him, Darren risked 
everything to fight for the values 
Americans hold close to our hearts, in 
a land halfway around the world. 

A 2003 graduate of Reitz High School, 
Darren was only 2 weeks away from re-
turning home to Evansville when this 
tragedy occurred. In March, he had 
been decorated for his bravery in Iraq 
with a Purple Heart, after surviving an 
earlier bomb attack. Darren had a 
carefully laid plan for his life: he in-
tended to finish his 3-year commitment 
to the Army, then take classes in law 
enforcement in the hopes of boosting 
his application to join the Evansville 
police force with his brother. Friends 
and family recount that he was an out-
going, driven, and personable young 
man with a promising future ahead of 
him. His mother Judy Woolard told a 
local television station, ‘‘I know if he 

is looking down on us, he is very proud 
with the way his life ended because if 
he was to go, this was the way, trying 
to help other people.’’ I stand here 
today to express Indiana’s gratitude for 
Darren’s sacrifices and for those made 
by his family on behalf of our country. 

Darren was killed while serving his 
country in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
He was assigned to the 10th Mountain 
Division, based out of Fort Drum, New 
York. This brave young soldier leaves 
behind his father Michael DeBlanc, Sr., 
his mother Judy Woolard, and his older 
brother Michael DeBlanc, Jr. 

Today, I join Darren’s family and 
friends in mourning his death. While 
we struggle to bear our sorrow over 
this loss, we can also take pride in the 
example he set, bravely fighting to 
make the world a safer place. It is his 
courage and strength of character that 
people will remember when they think 
of Darren, a memory that will burn 
brightly during these continuing days 
of conflict and grief. 

Darren was known for his dedication 
to his family and his love of country. 
Today and always, Darren will be re-
membered by family members, friends 
and fellow Hoosiers as a true American 
hero and we honor the sacrifice he 
made while dutifully serving his coun-
try. 

As I search for words to do justice in 
honoring Darren’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks 
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: ‘‘We cannot 
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we 
cannot hallow this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled 
here, have consecrated it, far above our 
poor power to add or detract. The 
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never 
forget what they did here.’’ This state-
ment is just as true today as it was 
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain 
that the impact of Darren’s actions 
will live on far longer than any record 
of these words. 

It is my sad duty to enter the name 
of Darren DeBlanc in the official 
record of the Senate for his service to 
this country and for his profound com-
mitment to freedom, democracy and 
peace. When I think about this just 
cause in which we are engaged, and the 
unfortunate pain that comes with the 
loss of our heroes, I hope that families 
like Darren’s can find comfort in the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, who said, 
‘‘He will swallow up death in victory; 
and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
from off all faces.’’ 

May God grant strength and peace to 
those who mourn, and may God be with 
all of you, as I know He is with Darren. 

f 

WOMEN’S HEALTH OFFICE ACT 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, this is 
National Women’s Health Week, and it 
is certainly fitting to take stock of 
both our successes in promoting wom-
en’s health while looking at the chal-
lenges ahead. 

Historically, women’s health care 
needs have been poorly understood. 
While the obvious differences between 
the sexes are indisputable, it was as-
sumed that those differences had lim-
ited implications, resulting in women 
being systematically excluded from 
health research studies. Too often, 
only men were studied and considered 
the health care ‘‘norm’’ for both gen-
ders. 

Of course, for a few diseases such as 
ovarian or breast cancer, the study of 
women was an absolute requirement. 
However, for so many others, women 
were excluded. Sometimes we heard 
that it would cost more to include 
women in trials because more partici-
pants would need to be enrolled—since 
research results would need to be ana-
lyzed separately for both men and 
women. That certainly sounds like a 
recognition that men and women can 
differ quite substantially. 

As researchers have looked, they 
have found so many times where a sin-
gle difference between the sexes has so 
many other ramifications for health 
and disease. For example, because 
every child is genetically unique and 
different from both parents, child-
bearing requires the ability of a woman 
to have periods of lowered immunity in 
her reproductive tract. This is also a 
major contributor to her susceptibility 
to gynecologic infections, and it helps 
explain why women are much more 
susceptible to sexually transmitted 
diseases. This is critical knowledge 
when one is trying to protect women 
from HIV and that knowledge simply 
must be reflected in strategies for pro-
tecting women. 

Remember that men and women dif-
fer genetically—that was obvious from 
our earliest study of genetics . . . an 
entire chromosome is different. As we 
learn more about the human genome, 
and how genes interact, we doubtless 
will discover more differences which 
must be reflected in health decisions. 
There can be no doubt that whenever 
we fail to see women properly rep-
resented in health research, we risk 
causing major harm. One recent exam-
ple is so notable. 

When one federally funded study ex-
amined the ability of aspirin to prevent 
heart attacks in 20,000 medical doctors, 
all of whom were men, physicians were 
left to assume that the protective ef-
fect may apply to women as well. So 
for years physicians have been left to 
assume that aspirin had the same ef-
fect in women but we simply didn’t 
know. Yet we do know that the pattern 
of heart disease in women is different 
than in men. Heart disease develops a 
bit later about 10 years later. Despite 
this, heart disease kills more women 
than men, more than either breast or 
ovarian cancer! So in March of this 
year when we finally learned that aspi-
rin does not have the same effect in 
women as in men, we saw more evi-
dence that assuming there is no dif-
ference between men and women is no 
substitute for conducting proper re-
search. 
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